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2026 Parent Trustee elections
Application Form
	Thank you for your interest in standing as a candidate in the 2026 elections to The Circle Trust’s Board of Trustees. 

We look forward to receiving your completed application no later than the close of the application window at 12 noon on Friday, 27 February 2026.


A valid application will consist of:
· this form with all sections completed and not exceeding the maximum word count in each text field where directed,
· a signed affirmation on this form that you are eligible to stand and agree to the publicity rules, 
· a short CV of no more than two pages on A4 with readable text

to be submitted to governance@thecircletrust.co.uk not later than 12 noon on Friday, 27 February 2026.  Any application received after this time will be invalid.

[You will be asked to complete an equal opportunity form when you have submitted a valid application.]

Please contact us using governance@thecircletrust.co.uk to request any reasonable adjustments to support the application process.
Candidate information to be published in the election material 
Your name, the school(s) in the Trust which your child or children attend, your election statement and your answers to the two questions below will be provided to parents and carers eligible to vote in the election as part of the election material in order to help inform them about who they wish to vote for.  

The information you provide will also be published on the Trust’s website.

Please complete all fields. 

Please note the Trust reserves the right not to publish factually incorrect or inflammatory candidate statements. 

	Information to be published

	[bookmark: _Hlk145586160]Your name (as you wish it to appear on the ballot paper):
	

	The school(s) in the Trust which your child/children attend:
	




	Please provide an election statement and your answers to the two questions in the fields below to be a maximum of 200 words in total across all three sections. Exceeding the maximum will invalidate the application.

Election statement
This is an opportunity for you to describe why you are interested in joining the Board of Trustees and any supporting information you would like to highlight to voters to support your candidacy. 

Question 1 
The Trust has a five year strategy which sets out our aims and ambitions. 
What excites you most about this strategy and why?

Question 2 
Trustees make our work to improve education for the common good possible.   
What specific qualities, experiences and/or skills do you possess that would contribute to the Board and its work?  Please refer to the Confederation of School Trusts’ Trustee role description for the qualities we are seeking.

Guidance: please use “the Trust” when referring to The Circle Trust and “the Board” when referring to the Board of Trustees.  If using abbreviations, first write out the full name or word followed by the abbreviation in parentheses.



Enter your election statement and responses to Questions 1 and 2 in the space below (maximum 200 words total across the three sections):
	Election statement

	





	Question 1 
What excites you most about this strategy and why?

	






	Question 2 
What specific qualities, experiences and skills do you possess that would contribute to the Board and its work?

	





Supplementary information
	The information you provide in the following field acts as supplementary information for the Nomination Committee and is not provided to parents and carers. Please refer to the Confederation of School Trusts’ Trustee role description for the qualities we are seeking.

Please provide any additional information to support your application in a maximum of 200 words in total.

	



Our privacy declaration
We are committed to safeguarding your privacy during the election process. 
The personal information collected will only be used for the specific purposes of the election process for which you have applied. Rest assured it will not be used for any other purpose or disclosed to any third party.
Only the information explicitly marked for publication will be made accessible to parents and carers eligible to vote through the election materials we provide and on our website. 
If you have any concerns or questions regarding the use of your personal information, our data protection policy and privacy notice for parents and carers are available on our website.

Election campaigning and material
The Trust will only publish the information you provide on your candidate information form relating to your name, your election statement and your answers to the two questions. This information will be sent to parents and carers eligible to vote in the election and published on the Trust website. In fairness to all candidates these are the sole methods by which candidates may publicise their candidacy and candidates must not undertake any other form of election campaigning.
You can let family, friends and colleagues know that you are standing for election and when voting is taking place, but you must not seek to canvass their support by providing additional information, instead you should direct them to the information available on the Trust website. You should also adopt this approach if you are contacted about your candidacy by external organisations or the media.
 
	Your affirmation
· I agree to stand for election to the Board of Trustees of The Circle Trust.  I have read the information provided to me about the Board and the role of Trustee.  I understand what being a Trustee involves, and I am willing to discharge the role and responsibilities of a Trustee and devote the time and commitment involved.  
· I confirm that the information given in my application is accurate and complete. 
· I have read and understand the Code of Conduct which applies to all Trustees and, if elected, I agree to sign and be bound by its provisions.
· I know of no reason why I would not be suitable to become a Trustee of The Circle Trust, or which would disqualify me from acting as a Trustee, if I were to be appointed to that role in the foreseeable future (see Appendix 3 of the Code of Conduct).
· I am 18 or over and not a current pupil of any of the schools in the Trust.
· I understand that I must be a parent or carer of a child registered at a school within The Circle Trust to be eligible to stand and to be elected to the Board of Trustees.
· I confirm that I am not a person associated (within the meaning given in section 69(5) of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989) with Wokingham Local Authority, Bracknell Forest Local Authority or Oxfordshire County Council or I am and the relevant Local Authority has authorised my election to the Trust Board, a copy of which is attached to this application form.
· I understand that the Trust reserves the right not to publish factually incorrect or inflammatory candidate statements.
· In the interests of fairness between candidates, I understand that the sole source of publicising my candidacy will be via printed or online election material issued by the Trust.  I confirm that I will not participate in any other methods of publicising my candidature through any other channels or collaborate with others to do so (including but not limited to broadcast, print and online media, as well as social media).  

	Signed:
	 

	Date:
	



Please submit your application to governance@thecircletrust.co.uk not later than 12 noon on Friday, 27 February 2026.

Any application received after this time will be invalid.
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